The association of two rare ocular conditions of unknown aetiology presents the clinician with an opportunity to study interrelating factors. The association of retinitis pigmentosa with Coats's disease has been previously reported in three patients (Zamorani, I956; Morgan and Crawford, I968), in all of whom bilateral involvement occurred with severe visual loss. 
The association of two rare ocular conditions of unknown aetiology presents the clinician with an opportunity to study interrelating factors. The association of retinitis pigmentosa with Coats's disease has been previously reported in three patients (Zamorani, I956; Morgan and Crawford, I968) , in all of whom bilateral involvement occurred with severe visual loss.
The present case which has been fully documented demonstrates the association of bilateral retinitis pigmentosa with retinal telangiectasia (Coats's disease) and drusen of the optic disc. Retinitis pigmentosa is a bilateral hereditary disorder of the retinal receptors and pigment epithelium which may be present from birth. Numerous associations with systemic conditions are reported (Alstrom, I959) , and in some a specific metabolic disorder is described, as in Refsum's syndrome (Refsum, I946) . Drusen of the disc may be associated in a few (o03 to 2 per cent) cases (Lorentzen, I966) . Pathological evidence in the tapeto-retinal disorders suggests a primary degeneration of the receptors and pigment epithelium. Several aetiological mechanisms have also been implicated for drusen of the disc including degeneration of axons (Seitz and Kersting, I962), degeneration of neuroglia (Fuchs, 1926) , and migration of the pigment epithelium (Lauber, 1921) .
In contrast Coats's disease is a rare unilateral disease without any hereditary pattern or systemic associations which develops in the second and third decades. Recent electron microscopical findings, however, suggest a primary defect in the vascular endothelium producing increased permeability (Tripathi and Ashton, I97i) and resultant massive exudation. Dilatation of the retinal feeder vessels in our patient might be explained by the increased perfusion. The presence of bilateral retinal telangectasia with tapeto-retinal degeneration and drusen in a number of reports suggests a possible linked association. Although speculative, this could be explained as a primary degeneration involving the retinal vessels, the retinal axons, the retinal receptors, and pigment epithelium.
Summary
The association of bilateral retinitis pigmentosa, Coats's disease, and drusen of the optic disc has been described. Previous reports are discussed and the association could be explained as a degenerative condition involving retinal vessels, retinal receptors, and axons. 
